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Jerusalem, sacred place for Judaism, Christianity and Islam
and one of the oldest cities of the world, is destroyed twice,
besieged twenty-three times, attacked ﬁfty-two times and
captured and recaptured forty-four times. Do we conclude that
peace and violence are two sides of the same coin? Or do we
conclude that religion and peace are the two extremes of a
continuum? Religion has to travel the path of spiritual peace
and tranquility. Dr. Kalam states in Transcendence, “The only
peace t hat will fully satisfy us is peace of t he
Divine.”Transcendence, the book, is a resonance of spiritual
experiences with realization of inner peace, bliss and harmony.
The book explores a harmonious blend of science and
spirituality: science of Dr. Kalam and spirituality of Pramukh
Swamiji.

Fusion of the Extremes
Dr. Kalam shares nostalgia of his childhood at Rameshwaram.
He has been witness to three contrasting personalities meeting
frequently at his home: a Vedic scholar, a head priest and an
imam of the mosque. The last one was his father. Three would
sit in courtyard for hours and explore solutions for problems of
the community over a cup of tea. This has been the Indian
tradition for millennia, a healthy propensity for integrating
diverse ideas and reaching consensus.
Our inheritance from the past may be coloured by grief, anger,
rivalry, intolerance, agony, happiness, peace, brotherhood,
tolerance or harmony. Transcendence is about fusing the
extremes towards meaningful and manageable blends of
experiences. The book narrates the most brutal and disastrous
episodes of our civilization from recent past, right from
Gandhiji's expulsion from the ﬁrst class compartment of a train
in South Africa to terrorist attack on Akshardham,
Gandhinagar. Then it describes the ultimate spirituality of
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Pramukh Swamiji, as an answer to all those scuﬄes of
thoughts.

The good, The evil and The beyond

The ﬂash of “the good” and “the bad” thoughts keeps jostling
in the brain as ongoing series of conﬂicts in the human mind.
As the book unfolds, the answer of the conﬂict pops up from its
pages in the form of strong conviction of spirituality. Fredrick
Nietzsche rightly quoted in Beyond Good and Evil, “What is
done out of love always takes place beyond good and evil”. Dr
Kalam portrays Pramukh Swamiji as an apt personiﬁcation to
this dictum.
Akshardham, Gandhinagar is the most splendid, priceless and
wonderful creation of Pramukh Swamiji and the team. What
could have been the trigger for the terrorist-attack on this
wonderful place? When it was reopened, in just twelve days
after terrorist-attack, Pramukh Swamiji had ensured that no
trace of the calamity was visible, anywhere. He had oﬀered
prayers for victims and sprinkled holy water and ﬂowers
where the two terrorists had died. This was his counter to the
brutality, cruelty and violence. Virtues of tolerance, patience
and forgiveness can never be eradicated from human
civilization. To give and to forgive are the best milestones on
the path of happiness and peace. Gandhiji pertinently believed,
“An eye for an eye will make the whole world blind”.

Pramukh Swamiji – the ultimate teacher
Among the galaxy of teachers, Dr. Kalam places his father ﬁrst;
Jainulabdeen who lived a simple life inculcated a belief in him
that divinity is inside all humans and that it can lift us from all
negatives. From Dr. Brahma Prakash he learned to be tolerant
of others' views and opinions for building team and
accomplish the unachievable. From professor Satish Dhavan
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he learned to remove impurities by living pure and ethical life
for serving humanity and let God shine through human being.
From Jain Muni Acharya Mahapragya he learned that
consciousness is the birthplace of human ethics. He came in
contact with Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam Sanstha
(BAPS) in March 2001 after Gujarat earthquake in relief camps
where Sadhu Brahmviharidas shook Dr. Kalam's spiritual self
with a question: what came to your mind when you detonated
I n d i a ' s ﬁ r st a to m i c b o m b ? I t wa s t h r o u g h S a d h u
Brhmaviharidas that Dr Kalam came to know the great uniﬁer
and teacher, Pramukh Swamiji.
BAPS, of which Pramukh Swamiji is the President, has a string
of more than eleven hundred temples of Lord Swaminarayan
spread over ﬁve continents. It is through these temples that
BAPS disseminates its humanitarian activities transcending
cultural, social and spiritual wisdom. Dr. Kalam exempliﬁes
Pramukh Swamij as bridge of love and compassion. Pramukh
Swamiji was asked, “How can you mix spirituality and social
service?” His response was, “How can you separate the two?”
On another occasion he said, “The wise discipline themselves;
the unwise discipline others.” Dr. Kalam adores the divine
teacher in Pramukh Swamiji so much that he believed that
thinking of him was like being with him.

Dr. Kalam – the presidential disciple
Dr. Kalam had met Pramukh Swamiji only about ten times.
Despite his multi-faceted learning and vast experience Dr
Kalam was overawed by the divine personality of Swamiji. He
had the humility to admit that when faced with intricate
problems, he always chose to surrender to the divinity of
Swamiji; he could realize a resolution to his predicament, not
from words but from his spiritual presence.Dr Kalam describes
his experience of 'profound communication of consciousness'
when Pramukh Swamiji held his hand for ten minutes and no
words were exchanged. This was on their last meeting on 11th
March 2014. Narrations of Dr Kalam's meetings with Pramukh
Swamiji are experiential lessons in spiritual upbringing and
would leave the reader spell-bound.

Dr. Kalam and Pramukh Swamiji
Dr. Kalam's learning from Pramukh Swamiji amounted to
spiritual experience. He argues: schools can educate the mind,
but who can educate the spirit; hospitals can mend a broken
bone; but who can mend broken hope; entertainment can excite
the senses, but where can one get peace of mind; some diseases
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cannot be seen, they can only be experienced. Dr Kalam quotes
Tolstoy [What Men Live By and Other Tales], “One may live
without father or mother, but one cannot live without
God.”Some of the primary triggers for the present day violence
are distrust and unhappiness; most of these can be wiped oﬀ if
we remove “I” and “Me” from prominence in human mind. Dr
Kalam compares Pramukh Swamiji to Himalayas in terms of
humanitarian activities and to Paciﬁc Ocean in terms of peace.

Pearls from Transcendence
Ÿ

Knowledge purposefully applied indeed becomes a
divine force

Ÿ

No nation is great or good because its people are
great and good

Ÿ

Simple life is the master key to freedom, selfrealization and self-knowledge

Ÿ

The most valuable possession you can own is an
open heart

Ÿ

Let us teach our followers that religion does not
grow by quantity of numbers, but by the quality of
spirituality

Transcendence – a journey within
The book, 'Transcendence' is a scrupulous articulation of
experiences of a great scientist and human being - Dr. Kalam as
disciple and Pramukh Swamiji as the Spiritual Master. There
are four stages in this journey of exploration: Search in the right
place, Remove the dust, Open your inner eye and See your
destiny waiting for your eﬀort to be realized.
The book is not only the experiences with the spiritual master.
The narration in the book is more about Dr. Kalam's spiritual
dilemma within and perhaps less about his experiences with
Swamiji. Pramukh Swamiji became his guide as Nimit. At
several places in the book it looked like that eﬀorts are made to
correlate Pramukh Swamiji's teachings with his experiences.
However, Transcendence merits high on the grounds of good
use of history, right connect with societal tribulations and
prominence of spirituality. The book is a torch bearer to the
spiritual journey of fellow human beings.
Pramukh Swamiji, in one of his meetings with Dr Kalam had
said, “Ancient rishis had long hair, were great scientists, were
not married and worked hard with great values. You are a
shining example of simple living and high thinking!”

Vol. 2 | No. 1 | April, 2016

